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(1) This reading 1s from the Vienna, 1846, Edition of the Baldristan The
Indian Editions give the reading as follows [see p 48, footnote
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BAHARISTAN] 8 [GARDEN I

Your remembrance Las captured i1t so entirely that 1t has not
allowed any place i1 1t for anything.

b‘TonYylZ J’eoplefaskedy Shaé;/kh Abu Sa‘eed Abu’l Khayr
(may his grave be hallowed), “What is sufism®” He rephed, “You
should put away whatever you have in your head, you should give
away whatever you have in your hand, and you should not be startl-
ed when something (¢ ¢ an unforeseen calamnty) befalls you”.

1f by becoming a sufi you want to escape from ‘self’, drive away
all desires and passions from your head ,

Whatever you have in your hand you should give 1t away, you
should suffer a hundred wounds Sfrom calannties but should not move
Srom your place. .

Story 18. Ad'ham (may his grave be hallowed) has said, “A
generosity consists 1 pardoning your brothers, when some fault is
committed by them, and you do not deal them 1n such a way as to
force them to beg vour pardon

O gencrous marn, generosity consists en two things. Turn
Your cars to me so that 1 may tell you well,

One thing s that you should pardon your friends, if you find in
them a hundred mustakes 11 one moment.

The sccond thing 1s that never should anything proceed from
you, so as to make you beg therr pardon.

Srory 19, A disciple asked Bishre-e-Hafeee (may his grave be
hallowed), “When 1 get a loaf of bread, 1 do not know what to cat 1t
with””.  He rephied, “Remember the et of good health and consider
it to be a thing with which the bicad shonld be caten’

Wiien a poor man places before himself a loaf of dry bread, so
that he nnught nourish his soul with something from the tray of
poverty, lits nature demands something with which 1o cat the bread ;
at that tume there 1s nothing better to serve the Durpose than a men-
ton of sound health. .

Srory 20. Shaqeeq-e-Balakhi (may his grave be sanctified)
has said, “Remam aloof from the company of a nich man, because
when your heart becomes attached to him, and you ate pleased with
whatever he gives, you accept a master hesides (od”

If a rich man comes to associate with you, for the sake of lLive-
lzliood don’t be attached 1o him.

Do not look upon a miser as a person who wonld stand security
Jor your, and let not an accursed person be your God.

Srory 21, Yusuf Abu’l Hasan (may his grave be hallowed)
has said, “All vittues are stored within a house, and its key is hum.i-
lity. (Simularly) all vices are also stored in a houso, and its key is
self-concert”

All virtues are stored up 1n a house, and there 1s 1o key to that
house except hunility.

Orn the same analogy all evils are stored 112 a house, aud there 1s
7120 key to that Jiouse eacept self-concert.

Hallo ! Beware, so that you may not deviate Sfrom the right path
and may not throw yourself 11 a place endangered by cvil.

Srory 22.. Samnoon-e-Muhibb (inay his grave be hallowed)
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BAHARISTAN] 6 [GARDEN

and farz is to seek the route of nearness to God.

Srory 9, Shibli (may his grave be sanctified) went off his
mind. He was taken to asylum A group of men went to have z
look at him. IlIe asked, “Who are you?”’ They said, “Your friends”
He picked up a stone and attacked them. All of them ran away. He
said, “Come back, Oh, you pretenders! because friends do not rur
away from friends and do not keep away from the stone of their
oppression’’.

A real friend s he who however much ennuty he cxperiences
Jrom his friend, becomes all the more friendly. Ewven if he were to
recerve @ thousand stones of oppression on his head from him (1.e.
Sfriend), the foundation of his love becomes stronger still.

And it 1s also related of hun that once he was indisposed, and
the Caliph sent a Zoroastrian phvsician for attending on him.  The
physician asked him, “What does vour heart crave for?” He replied,
“T'hat you should become a Mushim’™  The physician asked, “If I
turned a Muslim, would you be all right and get up from your sick-
bed ?”’ lle replied, “Yes!” Then he presented the faith (of Islam)
to him, and he (¢ ¢ the physician) accepted the faith. Shibli got up
from his sick-bed and therc 1emaed no trace of i1llness in him Then
both of themn went together to the Caliph and told the whole story.
The king said, I thought that 1 had sent a physician to a patient,
but I had actually sent a patient to a physician”

He who falls sick on account of cxcess of love, recognizes his
DPhysicran, 1n the face of his beloved ;

As soon as the celestial physician comes to leis bedside, he s
himself cured of the discase of tnutorxication.

Story 10. Sahl Abdullah-e-Tastaree (may his grave be
sanctified) says, “If there 1s a person who gets up in the morning
and whose only thought 1s what he would cat 1n the mornmg--shun
his company”

The man who gets from sleep znn the morning, and i hes head
there 11s 1o thought except that of eating, don’t expect from him any
ways and methods of wakefuliess (wisdom ).

If he gets out of the bed only to stretch Iis hand towards the
dirnang table and the tray of food, wash your hands of ham.

Story 11. Abu Sa‘eed-e-Kharraz (may his grave be hallowed)
says, “In the earlier stages of my training (of spiritualism) I was
very careful (watchful) about spending my time  One day I happen-
ed to be 1n a desert and 1 was going along  From behind me I heard
a sound produced by something I took care to keep my heart
away from paying attention to 1t and my eyes from seeing it. It
came towards me until 1t came near me I saw that two huge carni-
vorous beasts came down upon my shoulder. T did not look at them,
either at the time of their getting on me or getting off me

Do you know who s a Sufi frce from the taint of hypocricy? He
is one who has Ins face turned towards sincerity i ths two coloured
palace. He docsn’t break the thread of his relation with the beloved
even supposing that a wolf were to attack him from one side and a
leopard from the other.
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And he has also said, ‘“He who thinks (vainly) that he can reach
(his goal), with his efforts, he toils uselessly, and he who thinks that
he would reach without toil does not traverse but the path of Lope.
Every one who runs does not catch wild ass, but he only catches a
wild ass who runs’’.

(Merely) by taking pains one docs not get the treasure of union,
though it 1s rather wonder that without parn there can be 1o gan.

He who runs 1n the jungle does not necessarily capture wild ass,
but nobody captures a wild ass except him who runs.

Story 12. Abu’l-Hasan-e-Noori (mmay his grave be sancti-
fied) says, “If God wants to conceal Himself from somebody, neither
any guide nor any information can help him in reaching God”

When our Beloved does 1iot show her face from behind the veil,
nobody can take the veil off her face, -

And it does not matter 1f the whole world 1s screened off, where
she sets off her beauty for an e¢axhibition.

St1ory 13. Abu Bakr-e-Wasitee (may his grave be sanctified)
says, ‘‘lle who =says, ‘I am near Him’, 1s a1 away, and he who says,
‘I am far away from Ilim’, 1s absorbed in his existence on account of
his self-annihilation”.

He who says, ‘I am near that soul of the Universe’, his claim of
nearness arises out of his berng Inidden ;

And he who says, ‘I am far away’, that being far away of his s
hiddern 1n the veil of nearness.

Story 14, Abu’l Hasan-e-Qawshajee (may his grave be sancti-
fied) has said, “In this world, there is nothing worse than a friend
whose friendship 1s based on selfishness or 1etuin’.

A lover who complains of his Beloved's scparation or wants io
have a stand near the door of her union,

There 1s nobody mecaner than him in the world, since he wants
to realise from the friend something away and apart from the friend.

S1ory 15. Bu ‘Ali Daqqaq (may lis grave he hallowed) It
is said that in the latter part ol lns life he was so much atHicted,
that he used to go up the terrace of his house every day, and after
turning his face towards the sun used to say, “Oh traverser of all the
lands, how have you been today and how did you pass your time?
Did you shine in any place on any person more miscrable than my-
self, and did you hear at any place ot persons upset by similar circum-
stances ?”’  lle used to say such things till the sun went down.

Ol you sun! like whom there t1s no traverser of the earth, from
your travels bring me a gift.

(That 1s) did you sece any person today, who 11 the path of love
had dust on his face and pain in lhus heart ?

Story 16. Shaikh Abu’l-Hasan Kharqani (may his grave be
hallowed) was saying to his companions, “W hat’s the best thing in
the world ?”” They said, “Oh Shaikh! you say yowself”. Ile said,
“A heart, who is the Beloved’s friend for ever’.

I possess a small heart, which with every aspiration that 1t had
in it, did not write on the page of soul anything.except your
remembrance, ;
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with him) has thus advised his companions, “Bear in mind some
(important) saying of each and every saint, and if you cannot do
that remember their names, so that you may acquire the portion (of
their blessings and gnodness)

You are a person from whose namie rains down love ! and from
whose correspondence (Iit. letter and wmessage) oozes out love ;

Any one who passes by your lane falls in love with you ; yes!
Sfrom your place of abode (door and balcony) love emanates.

It is given in the Traditions, that on the day ot Judeement
God would ask a cieatwe ashamed of his poverty and indigence,
“Did you know certain wise man or gnostic living 1 a ceitan
locality »” 'T'he creature would say, “Oh, yos, I knew him” A dec-
ree would be issued (Lo the effect that), “For his sake, 1 pardon you”

I the (drawn) Line of your lovers my value i1s less, because
with the steps of farth (selfshly) I walk the stages of Union.

If my heart 1s ecmbossed witlli the n rmes of the mendicants of
your door, that will be a sufficient secal of acceftance for the schedule
of my actions (i1n thes world).

Srory 1., Sariyy-e-Saqati (inay his grave be sanctified) asked
Junayd to do a certain thing (for hum)  (Junavd) did 1t according to
his wishes (Saqati) threw a piece of paper at hinn on which was
wntten I heard a camel-diner singimg to his camels 1 the desert
to the effect

I weep terrs of blcod and lew can I hide from you as to why my
two cycs are weeping ?  Thoush wmy heart 1s happy 1 your wunion,
there are a hundred scars on 1t on account of the fe.ir of separation’.

And Junayd (may his grave be sanctified) also savs, ‘Once day
I entered the house of Sarniyy He was reciting the following coup-
let and was weeping

Neither at nmight nor during day I am free from weeping and
lamentation . 1t docs not matter whether my night 1s long or short.

Srory 2, They asked Mansure-e-Hallaj, © Who 1s a disciple™ ?
He replied, A dusciple 15 ho, who from the very first makes the pre-
sence before God, the mim of his aspuation, and ull he does not reach
Him, he 1s not pacitied with anything and does not devote himself to
llllyl)()d_\’”

For your sake, I have traversed lands and oceans ; I have cros-
sed deserts and penetrated mountains.

I turned away my face from whatever came before me, till T
heave foud my way to the sanctuary of your union.

Story 3. Abu Hashim-e-Sufi (may his grave bo sanctified)
has said, “It is easier to uproot the mountain ‘with the pomnt of a
needle than to oradicate the evil of arogance from the heart”.

Do not boast of being (totally) free from arrogance ; because, 1t
18 more tmperceptibly hdden (110 your heart) than the leg of an ant
on a black stone i a dark night.

And do not think that to drive 1t out fron: within yowur heart 1s
easy, because it 1s casier to uproot a mountarn with the point of «
needle.

Story 4. Zunnoon-e-Misri (may his grave be sanctified) went

L]
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to a saint of the West for (the solution of) a problam  The saint
asked, “Why have you come? 1f you have come to learn the sciences
of the ancients and the moderns, that 1s not possible, God (alonc)
knows them all  And 1t vou have come in order to search for Him,
He Humselt was present where you took the first step”.

Before this I thought you were something away and apart Sfrom
me and 1 was of opinion ithat you were at the very end of my (spirit-
wal) journey.

Now that I have found scu, I kuncw jou are one, whom I
passed by (without noticing) at the very jirst step.

Sroiy 5. The Saint ol Herat (Abdullah-e-Ansari) =ays, “Ile
is Himsclf with the person who seeks him tatching hold of him
by the hand, He 1uns in Ths onwn sem ch”

He, neither Whose name nor Whose trace I Fknow, drags mec
after Hum, catching hold of my hand, -

He 1s my hand and fool, and whercver He gces, I follow Ham
with my feet dancing, flinging my hands (1n the air).

Sroiy 6. Fuzail-e-'Ayaz (nay his grave be hallowed) says, “1
worship God, the most Holv and Ihigh, because of my love, since I
cannot bear the wdea of not worshipping him”  Some trom amongst
this group asked, “Who 1s a mean man?”  He rephed, “A man who
worships God with (certam) fears and hepes” Then they ashed, “Why
do you worship Ged 2 He rephcd, “On account of love and {riend-
ship, simmce 1hs love and triendship forecd me to pray Him”

How can the fire of the victim of love die under the dark earth
(1 e. after death)! because thes flame has arisen from his enlighten-
cd soul

How can the lover withdraw Ins neck from the collar of fidelity
1o you ?  Like the dove his collar has grown from lis neck.

Quatram

On, love, I cannot 1emarn far away from your door, and I can-
not be satisjicd (merely) with Paradise and houri.

My head 1s on your thieshhold (lit. at your door) on account
of the dictates of love and not because of any hofe of gawn ; what
can I do? Away from your door 1 can have no {aticnce.

Smory 7. Ma‘roof-e-Karkhee (may his grave be hallowed) has
said, “A sufi s a guest here A guest’s demanding somethimg of his
host 1s a tyranny - A well-mannered guest only expects and does not
demand”

In the array of feofle of faith I am a guest of yours, I am sit-
ting quate pleased with whatever comes from ycu.

1 have direcied the eye of hof e towards your tray of gencrcsity,
I exfect your favour but do not demand 1t

Story 8.7 People asked Ba-yazeed, (may his grave be sancti-
fied), W hat 1s a sunnal (z ¢ a practice ob the prophet), and what 1s a
farz (2 ¢ a divine command) 2 He rephed, “Sunnal means, abandon-
ing the wotld, and farz s the company of God”

Oh, you, who ask me what sunnat and fauz are tu the code of
masters of ecstasy,

(Listen), sunnat means turning away onc’s face from the world, -






BAHARISTAN-E-JAMI.

MUQADDAMAH (Introduction)

IN THE NAME OF GO]), TnE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONATE.

When the bird of a stupendous work (like the present one) to
begin with does not take to flight with the help (strength) of God's
Drause, 1t sheds its feathers without reaching i1ts goal, and falls in
such a way as never to rise again.

A thousand hymns of Praise and Eulogy procced forth from
the tongues of the birds of the gardens of Love and Sincerity who
sing perpetually from the pulpits of the branches of Bounty and Be-
neficence, with sweet voices and charming tunes, and cause them (e.e.
the songs) to reach the ears of the (members ot) the holy assemblies
(¢ ¢ angels), and the superintendents of (different) aspects of hum-
anity (¢ ¢ samnts), in the course of months and ears,

(in praise of)

The Creator, from the rosc-plant of Whose art the garden of
sphere 1s only a petal, so that for the singers of His praise there may
be a tray full of offerings of pearls and jewels.

The greatness of His glory 1s profound, and the mention of 1lis
perfection is sublime'

And a thousand songs of greeting and benediction, from the
throats of the mghtingales of the garden of Giace and Generosity,
who are the musicians of the assembly of exe-witnesses (@ ¢ angels),
and the songsters of the pleasuie-abode of Kestasy and Existence,

(1n prazse of)

The rose of the garden of mcessengership (i1.e Muhammad, the
Prophet), compared to whose fuce the rose of this (ordinary) garden
18 but a petal. The (singing) birds learn no lesson from the leaves of
the garden except the qualities of his beauty

(And mav greetings and benediction be) on his companions
and progeny who are imbibers (of hght) from the (Iright) lamnp of
his sciences and circumstances

After this (prelude) 1t 1s presented (submitted) that, as, during
this agreeable time, my dear son, Znva'ad-Din Yusaf (may God pro-
tect him from those things which may lead him to soriow and re-
morse) has busted himself with the learning of rudiments of the
Arabic speech and the acquisition of the arts of Iiterature, and (as) it
is not a concealed fact that in the cass of very voung (raw) children
and bovs who have not experienced any difficvlties i life, on account
of the learning of techunicalities which are not tamihiar to then dis-
position, and plewswat to thewr ears, thre settles (sits) the burden of un-
casiness on ther hearts and the dust of {ear on then munds, for the
sake of amusing his muind (head), and sharpening his wits, sometimes,
from the blessed book called the (fulistan of the well known Shaykh
and the great master, Mushihu’d-Din Sa‘di-e-Shiraz (may God's bles-
sing be on him, and mav He be pleased with him),

wNot an (ordinary) garden (gulistan), but a garden of Paradise,
t] ¢ thorns and rubbish of which partake of the nature of ambergris.

Baharistin—1



